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MEN IN PENITENTIARY
ARE FOND OF ANIMALS

Convicts Noted for Cruelty and Brutality Dur¬
ing Freedom Show Devotion to Dumb

Brutes During Confinement.Mc=
Sweeney and His Rats

whether because ihey feel Hud (he
hand nf ail minkim' is raised uguiusi
them; und the.Mf j.vj the} tue fenced to
turn Ni dU'll'j animals '.'or love and
conipau'.oushlp, or whether it is to ill-;vei l their minds during (he long. |dreary hours b-.-'iiml prison walls, it Is
n noteworthy fnvl that many of the!
coi) viols In tho jicnlti nliary evneo |marKcrl Toil Iness Tor animal pels aad
show remarkable tact and patience' in
their care and training
Many of ihose prisoners, who. dur¬

ing iliei" ¦jonluciht'iit have, by their
loving care and tender patience won
the devotion an I lldellty of their dumb
friends were hotel during their free¬
dom for criieity und ihmU.lily Seme
of these eonv.eis, who are mi Mr:"lif.!>'
attached tj their pets that Ihey w:<nhl
risk their lives lu protecting them
from harm ah*i would share I heir last
crust of bread with '.hem. are serving
life sentences fur murder.
As the number and rpeclefl of mi-

mals permuted to live inside the pris¬
on walls are, 'or tho most part, very
limited, tho prls'Uicrs who are. desirous
of cultivating pets must put up with.'
such animals as chance throws hi
their way. This often leads lo pecu¬
liar selections, but none are nine
strange than the ehoje-3 of petd made
hj two convicts at present inmates ;<f
th» Ohio penitentiary
Ceo of these prisoners is Moigan

McSweeney, about (id-years old, who is
serving a life seilte!'»*«! for murder
committed in Washington county, ilo
was received JU the prison in IK9S and
being an engineer, he war; put to work
rnnt.ing a steam punn that supplies
water to the orison kitchen and laun-1
drv This pt'triin is situated in a t'ark,'
dismal corner of the kitchen basement
and is entirely shut off from where
any of the other prisoners are em¬
ployed.
This basement, like many other

parts of tlie penitentiary plant, Is in¬
fested with rats, hundreds making.
their home in the boles and crovlcca jof the crumbling walls and beneath I
the broken flooring of the old building.'
While MeSweency says he never

wns afraid of rats, he did not take I
kindly to them at first. Neither did I
the rats at first, look with favor upon
the invasion of their own domain by-
a stranger and they .would scurry
across the floor and into their holes!
every time McSweeney appeared.
Gradually the rats grew accustomed jto McSweoney's presence, and Mc- jSweeney grew accustomed to the rats.!

Uecause of his lonely existence bu be¬
gan to take an Interest In watching
them as Ihey would poke their heads
out of their holes and stare at him,
ready to dart hack again at his slight-
est movement. I
The more the old man watched the

rodents tho more Interested be be¬
came In them mid their habits. They
wcro his only living companions, and
ns ho felt, kindly toward them ho took
the quickes! and ensiest way to win
their trust and friendship by feeding
them. He began by placing bits of
bread, meat and oilier morsels of food
near their holes, which the rats would
stealthily crawl to ami sei/.e and then
dart hack to their nests. .

Gradually McSweeney placed the
food farther and farther away from
the rodents' holes and (doser to the'
chnlr in Which he sat, until by,months
of patient perserverance, never offer-'
ing to harm or scare them, be won thol
confidence of the rats to such au ex-,tent, that they would come right up.
to liIs chair and eat the food out of his
hands.

Hut McSweeney was not. content
with this. During the long, dreary
mouths he also grew to fool a real af¬
fection for his only companions and hoi
determined to win their complete trust,
nnrl friendship'. Dy constant, care
never to harm of alarm them, and be¬
ginning by placing food in his lap. on
his shoulders and even on the top of
his head, ho at length tamed the rats
so they would crawl iqi his legs to
any pnrt of his body where he had
placed food and sit there to eat It.

At. first only a few of the bravest,
of the countless number of rats that
swarmed about, the place would ven¬
ture to climb upon lilm, hut after a
while, seeing thilt those of their num¬
ber who did venture near the engin¬
eer were (rented only with kindness
and plenty to eat, the others gained
courage and it. was not long before
the entire host of rodents would vie
with each oilier In swarming over
McSwceney's body to get the morsels
of fond placed there.
The engineer soon had the rats so

well trained that whenever he wished
to feed them all ho had to do was to
glvo a low, peculiar whistle and dozens
of thern, some almost as big as cats,
would dart from their holes. Without
waiting an Instant, they would swarm
nil over McSweeney, running up his
legs, under his coat, on his head nnd
shoulders, and In fact everywhere

they could gain a fooling.
On one of those occasions the ro¬

dents, not llixliug enough foyd on Me-
Sweeney's person to satisfy their ap¬
petites, devoured the entire hack of
his coat collar and I he hack of his
cent before he knew what I hey were
ilolug.

Alter a while the rats became so
fond of I heir benefactor that there was
scarcely an hour in tho day I bat there
were not at least a do/en of his
strange pets crawling around on Mc-
Swecnoy's hip or perched somewhere
on his body. All be bud lo do was to
give vent to h sipeculiar whistle and
the whole army of I hem would rush
from their hiding places und literally
cover him by swarming over his body.
McSwecney kepi on reeding und

playing with his pels in this manner
for over lour years, ami only closed
his Intimate relations with the rodents
when the prison authorities, a few
months ago, changed Iiis employment
from running the pump to working
around he corridors in the east wing
of I lie prison.
Although his present employment is

much more congenial and be has the
society of several other convicts, Mc¬
Swecney says he hates to leave tho
pump solely because II hurts him to

'.jttirl company with bis pet rats.
"Many a time," said McSwecney,

"I have had the rats so thick about
me that when I got up from my chair
to walk away I would be obliged to
shove them out of the way with my
foot in order to Und space to walk
without stepping on them. 1 would
always have lo eat my meals standing
up with my plnle in my hand, for if I
put the plnte down anywhere the rats
would lake it away from mo before I
could ent It."
Tho other prisoner who lias, made

strange pels is Pat Mornn, sentenced
to life, imprisonment for a double mur¬
der In Cleveland Iii 1894, Kur several
years Moran has been employed as a
clerk in the Deputy Warden's odloo.
He Is allowed many special privileges,
which include permission to go any¬
where he likes within the prison
grounds.
A few years ago. while on their way

If) the prison one morning, a couple,
of guards came across an alligator,
nbnut four feet long, lying in the
street, II. was afterward learned that
the "gator" had escaped from its
owner, a nearby saloon keeper, during
the night.
The guards, not knowing at the

time where il belonged, procured a
barrel into which they put (he "gator"
and took him to the prison, where they
dumped him in the basin of the large
fouiiiaiu in (lie, inner yard. The alli¬
gator seemed to ho so greatly pleased
with his new quarters thai when Iiis
owner shortly afterward learned
where his lost pet was, he decided to
let. him slay there.
Moran used to sit. near the edge of

the fountain and watch the alligator
with interest. lie began to feed it
ami soon had the ugly brute so lame
that il would swim up to where be
stood and would lake food out of his
hand. The beast also grew so tame
Hint II would clamber out of the water,
and in response lo Mornn'ii call it
would follow him all over the lawn.
A couple'of years ago a resident of

Cotfl 111bus had three alligators sent,
to him from the South, The largest
was about live and onc-linlf feel long
and the smallest four feet in length.
When they arrived they appeared to
be Si) wild and vicious that thu man to
whom they were shipped was afraid to
unpack them from their erale.
He had previously heard of how

Moran had tamed the alligator at tbe
penltcnlnry, ami he asked him by
'phono if he would accept his alliga¬
tor* as a gift and care for them. Mo¬
ran gladly accepted the offer, and the
three alligators were carted to tho
prison and dumped into the fountain
basin. They were wild at first, but
by pursuing Ihn same tactics with
them that he did with the Ural "gator"
anil feeding hem every day he finally
got them as lame ns the other one.
Mornn often astonishes visitors to

the prison in summer by calling one of
Iho big, ugly brutes, and when it
crawls over the grass to where he is
silting he will take it up in his lnp and
stroke its back and head, fondling it
ns one would a pel dog. In winter tbe
alligators are kept in a large tank
filled with water, in the basement of
the chapel. Pal feeds them every day
and bus side charge of them.
Mornn Is also a great lover of dogs

and birds, and has raised several pets
of both species during his confinement..
He has two line hull terriers, which
he breeds and gives the puppies away
to his friends.
A short time ago he had a flock of

flue homing pigeons, of which he was
justly proud. A year ago he sent two
of the pigeons to I^onlsvllle. Ky., by a

(Cuntinited on sixth pnge.)
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OLD MOTHER NATURE IS
A GOOD HOUSEKEEPER

t401d Faithful" Geyser a Self-Acting, Natural
Power Washing Machine.Used First

by General Sheridam's Troopers
.Lace Making in Early Times

COMMENCEMENT WEEK VISITORS ENTERING BATTELLE
CHAPEL YALE.

Commencement weefe nt Yale is always a busy season in New Haven, to\(he crowds begin to gather long in advance .of Hie closing day. This year thenumber of visitors promises to he larger than ever. Friends and relatives o(
the graduates are (illtng the hotels, while hundreds of sons of Old Eli uro re-
turning for the annual reunions.

GIANT SKELETONS
IN THE GRAVEL PIT

Dry Bones of Man of Abnor¬
mal Size Unearned by Work¬

man Near Dayton.

HAD GREVT LENGTH OP ARMS

Had Probably Been In Earth for Cen¬

turies as Bones Crumbled When Air

Struck Them.Skull Long and Nnr-

.row, Indicating Cranial Deformity.
Not Mound Builder.

DAYTON*. OHIO. Aug. 12..Tito gra¬
vel pits In the vicinity of Dnyton liilvc
revealed some startling buds recently
several giaui skeletons having been mi-

earthed, but possibly the most Jnicr-
esting was that discovered In the pit
at Edgar's woods. Tbe bones were
those of a man of abnormal growth,
the skeleton being remarkable for Ihe
great, length of the arms, Ihe left', hav¬
ing been used as a pillow for the dead
head when tho body was burled. The
skeleton had probably been in the
ground for centuries, ns the bones
crumbled when exposed lo the air,
only Ihe jaw remaining intact. On
the left side of the jawbone protruded
u large disk, at least an inch in length,
but the remainder of the teeth were
normal nnd almost in a slate id' per¬
fect preservation.

Attorney T. IS. Herman. Republican
candidate for pity solicitor, was pre¬
sent, when Ihe lind was made. He was
with Moorhead when the latter open-
mi the mounds in Ohio, and claims
that the skeleton in Edgar's pil in no
way compares with those of Ihe
mound builders. The skeleton is be-
Moved to be Hint of an Indian or other
aborigine further removed in the scale
of mankind. The body was buried in
a peculiar position, the knees having
boon bent up against the chest. The
skull was long and narrow and Indicat¬
ed a decided cranial deformity.

The Donkey Delighted.
The Democracy seems to be delight¬

ed with its tew municipal ownership
issue. The donkey can usually be
counted on to fall upon Ihe neck of any
issue, radical 01; sham conservative,
practical or utterly impractical, that
seems to offer a prospect of a few ex¬
tra votes at the next, election..Cincin¬
nati Times-Star.

Both Sides of a Question.
"There are many things you can't

do with money." said the man who af¬
fects philosophy.

"Yes," answered 1 nisi in Sta.v. "Will
there are a whole lol more things you
enn't do without it.".Washington
Star.

His caae is a very Interesting one
to medical science..Lescuor (Minn.)
Cor. Chicago Chronicle.

NURSE IS IN JAIL
BECAUSE OF LOVE

Broke liilo Wealthy Farmer's
House to See Object of

AHTER WALKING TEN MILES

Irate Father. However, Did Not Appre¬
ciate Such Devotion and Had Him

Placed in Jail for Househreaking.
Girl Unsuspecting Object of His

Peculiar Passion.

PP.ANKKOUT, IND., Aug. 1L>
Rnlph Montgomery, a young man who
says lie is a trained nurse, of Shelby-
vllle, 111.; is in jail here because of
his love fin- .Miss Coyner, daughter of
.lohn Coyner, a wealthy farmer, near
Cdlfax. ICarly one day recently Coy¬
ner brought Montgomery to the coun¬
ty jail in an automobile, saying that
lie wanted him charged witli house-
breaking. Coyner then left without
giving the olllcers additional informa¬
tion.

After lie was placed hi jail Mont¬
gomery said he had been employed by
Coyner to nurse his motlier-in-hiw.
which he did for I I weeks. While thus
euiployed, he says, he became smitten
by Hu- charms of Coyner's daughter,
hut tried to conceal his feeling from
her. A week ago hi- h-ft the Coyner
home, and came to this city. Last,
ninhl his desire to see Miss Coyner
heenmo uncontrollable, and he walked
to her honie. Hi miles, and crept into
the house. He was heard by Coyner,
who found him under a bed.
Montgomery had a huge revolver In

his hand when captured by Coyner,
hut did not attempt to use it. He says
that he knows he is technically guilty
of househreaking, but that he could
resist. Hie temptation to he under the
same roof with the girl, who did not
even suspect that he loved her.

"Yes," said the Chicago girl. "I'm
engaged to Mr. Hocks. It was really
hard to decide, because I like Mr. Pill,
lion ipiite as well and they're equally
wealthy'."
"What decided the thing?" asked

her friend.
"Well, Mr. Hocks promised me the

most alimony, if such a thing should
become necessary." Philadelphia
Press.

Upson."Carnegie is a conundrum
Isn't be?"
Downs."Why so?"
Upson."He can't get rid of his

money fast enough to suit himself,
and yet ho says ho doesn't want any
worthless dukes In bis family.".De¬
troit Free Press.

Adoration.

Love.

A Way Out.

Tho "OIiI Faithful" geyser, which
stands in Hie United Statu National!
Park, in Hu" Yellowstone, is Nut ore's
self-iiui lug, natural power, washing ma¬
chine.

General Shcrlihin's troops wore the
llrst to utilize the geyser as ll laundry
maid. "Ohl Faithful" erupts every St)
minutes with thu regularity of clock¬
work, nnd all the soldiers hnd to do
was lo strip, throw in I heir sidled linen
.Woolen goods are lorn lo pieces by
the geyser-light Iheir pipes, and
wait.
No sooner had ihe geyser begun to

work, than the (dollies were lossed
about as IT a score of expert washer¬
women weir1 lullilillg with tilblll.

Finally they were thrown high into
the air, and the soldiers caught Ilium
as they descended. The clothes, prin¬
cipally shirts and vests, were as while
as snow, and rinsed almost dry.

A traveler who visited Ihe Yellow¬
stone some time ago, threw in Iiis
shirt Immediately alter "Old Faithful"
had erupted, und il disapcarcd down
tin; geyser's guile! into the bowels of
the earth.

Nature made lace ages before man
dreamt of doing so. In the West Indies
there is a tree, the Inner bark uf
which resembles lace to an extraor¬
dinary degree
Tho bark consists of layers which

can be pulled out into a line white web
of a beautiful design over four feet
wide. The active women have for
years past used this wild lace for mak¬
ing or dresses, which they generally
wear only or. fete days.

Occasionally this natural lace finds
its way In small qunntltos into this
country, where It is considered more
of a -novelty than anything else. A well
known society ludy, however, had a
ball dress made of II a year or two
ago.

if you were to visit one or two of I lie
native's huts in Bombay you would
Und that the Hours were covered with
what to all appenrnnce wns hand or
machine made felt.
As a mailer of fact the lioor cov¬

ering is only hark stripped from the
snck tree, which grows In tho district.
Tbe hark is a splendid substitute for
fell, and besides being warm. Is damp-proof.
Strong cloth, suitable for garments,

can be manufactured from the heavylibers of tbe Mexican maguey tree,
while from its juices is distilled a bev¬
erage which is drunk by the well-to-
do people of the country.
The carnahuba nalm, which growsin hra7.il, resists Intense and protract¬

ed droughts, and is always green and
vigorous. From the stalks of the
plant wines und vinegars are made, us
well us a starch resembling sago.

Its fruit is given to entile for food,
the pulp is used as a substitute for
coffee the pith is an excellant cork,
while the wood of thu stem Is turned
into violin bodies.

In limes of famine the nutritious
substances obtained from Ihe carnahu¬
ba palm are given to Ihe poor. lira-
Kilian doctors turn Ihe roots of this
strange plant into a blood-purifying
mixture.

If you want one or two natural bomb¬
shell you will have to go lb New
Guinea, and pick them off the trees
that grow there.
The cannon-hall tree, as il Is called

in the country, grows to Ihe height of
III) feet, and Us fruit resembles in
shnpe und color.Ihe shells Britain nnd
other great powers fire from their big
guns.
When Ihe fruit Is ripe II bursts with

a loud report, which can ho heard a
great distance away.
From the contents of Ihe fruit the

natives obtain several kinds of ncids,
sugar ami gum. while I hey make do¬
mestic iinlesils from Ihe empty shells.

In ihe country hack of IJgandn tin
African explorer came ncross half a
dozen elephants drinking lit n vast,
spring of natural seltzer water.
There are several of these springs

in the world and bei ween them hoy
send up every day millions of gallons
of selzfer, soda, Mihla and other min¬
eral waters.

Not long since l/>rd Itoseberry re¬
ceived from America a. gallon bottle
of natural ink-. This Hühl was 111ken
from a peculiar spring which flows
at Ihe base of Kenesaw Mountain,
near .Marietta, in the Stale of Geor¬
gia.

I«ord Itoseberry found that the na¬
tural Ink was a little heavier than the
manufactured article, but il left a per¬
manent stain, which made il a valu¬
able agent where documents were to
bo preserved.
They don't have lo dig underground

for salt in Western Australia, for tour,
of il if required, can lie got from
Lake I.cfroy in that country;
This lake is one mass of salt In dry

Weather, and the people llvins; on the
shores sail boats upon il which nrojfitted with four wheels.
The sliced attained by these wheeled

yachts is much greater than tlies or-
tliaary types used ti|H)l) water, and as
the Kiirrouiidiiig country is too rough
to allow «d' vehlenlar trathe, the boats
save expense, labor ami liiho.
Tho kernels of the nut of tlio candle

tree are used by I he Islanders uf the
South Pacllle, Including Samoa, for
keeping lime.
The kernels are washed and strung

on the rib of a palm leaf ami the up¬
per kernel lighted. The kernels, all
being of the same si/.e and substance,
burn a. certain number of minutes. As
one burns out it sets lire lo the one
below.
The natives generally tie hits of

hark along the strings at regular Inter¬
vals, so as to mark the division of
lime.
An old-fashioned plate of china,

known to collectors as "growing crock¬
ery," was sohl by auction some tlino
ago for L2H0. Prom the plate Itself
had sprung a kind of eruption of beau¬
tiful crystals that took the form of
mlnature trees and pagodas.
Thi! growing crystals had reached to

a height of nearly an inch and were
still rising higher and higher, bringing
up with I hem the enamel surface of
the. plate.
There are a number of plates that,

grow in the world and they were made
together many years back of clay, enn-
tuiiling alumina ami magnesia, and In
pertain cases they have been so acled
Upon by the presence of tmtplfnric acid
as lo produce llhrous crystals.
A tea put that came from the sairiio

factory as the plates been trio covered
wllli crystals, very much of the char¬
acter of Epsom sails, and was sold for
no less than a thousand guineas.
The clay from which these plates

wen? made was dug from the earth he-
fore man discovered Hint Nature kept
a general store, and that mixed with
the material was alumina and magne¬
sia.
Man has now been forced to tako

Nature as a mistress and to copy those
products which die has already turn¬
ed out.
Man makes bov«\- and soda, but both

of them can lie found ready made by
Nature and stored In vast, reservoirs
of her own digging..Vcnrson's
Weekly.

FILLED WITH COIN.

Was the Straw Sack on Which the
Miser Slept for Years.

CONSTANTINOPLE, Aug. 12..
ClirislodulcK, the world famous anti¬
quarian, Is dead. He left all his avail¬
able goods and chattels, money In
hank, etc., to the Sultan "for tho
building of a new navy."
His only relative, a nephew, was

to receive nothing but tho sack of
straw on which the old man and his
relative slept Tor years. The nephew
was disguested.
"That straw-sack is the bürdest

couch even Invented, full of lumps that
hurt, my hack."
Mad as the nephew- was, he decided

to make a bonfire of the straw sack,
hut as he put, his hand Into the slit
he toucher] some hnrd object,
"At last I got you," he cried. "Now

Into the gutter with you: you havo
given me pain long enough," and ho
was about to throw the supposed stnno
Into the street when he found II to he
a money hag. There wore 120 gold
Urns in it. Investigation proved that
the sack of straw contained 20 gold-
filled hags, making tlu> nephew a very
rich man.in Turkey at least.

A Valuable Discovery.
A discovery made a ye.ii ago th'.3

spring, by Prank Everett, of Clove-
laud, in this county, which will he of
great interest and vnlau lo all lovers
of house plants, is Unit by watering
I lie plains with the sap of trees, gath¬
ered in (he spring, they can be made to
grow in the bouse during the winter
with all the vigor attained by outdoor
plants in the warm mouths.
The sap id' elm ami cottonwood

trees is best, for it does not have to
he thinned with water to keep It
from fermenting, as i. the case with
the sap from maple and box elder
trees. Mr. Evorel I gathers the sap in
barrels and keeps It on baud. He
finds that Hie growth produced in tin
plants by the use of this sap is won¬
derful. Last winter he grew a lino
hill of sweet corn in a common pail
In his parlor, lo show what he could do
ami picked oft' from the hill on Jan¬
uary 1. eight tine large roasting ears.
Which hp had at New-Year's dinner.
He is confident that a large business

could he done In gathering the san for
city hothouses..Le Suctir (Minn.)I Cor. Chicago Chronicle.

A Harsh Philosophy.
This life is oft a game of nerve.
Which fools nre wrong to play with.

'Tis not so much what you deserve.
As what you get away with,.

.Washington Star.


